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BIRTH OF RCD in 1985

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The RCD was founded in 1985 through the joint efforts of United Way of the Lower Mainland, the City of Richmond and People with Disabilities in Richmond.



FIRST LOGO OF RCD

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Richmond Committee on Disability was soon designated as the official advisory body to the City of Richmond and the spokes group to business and community.




THE RCD WORKS TO PROMOTE 
ACCESS TO:

•
 

Information

•
 

Full participation

•
 

Transportation

•
 

Housing

•
 

Recreation

•
 

Employment

•
 

Education

•
 

Health

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Society’s purpose is to give people with disabilities the opportunity to participate in the community to the fullest extent of their ability and to improve their quality of life by working for – Inclusion, Independence & Empowerment.



INFORMATION

A Service 
Directory for 
People with 
Disabilities in

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The RCD’s first project was to update and print a directory of services for People with Disabilities in the community in 1981. This project was funded by the Milan & Maureen Ilich Foundation.




WORKING FOR COMMUNITY 
ACCESSIBILITY

then-Councilor Lynn 
Greenhill 

Wally Phillips,   
then-president 
of Richmond 
Chamber of 
Commerce

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To Create Community Awareness – The RCD held a series of “ROLL & STROLLS” – To which we invited the participation of City Council, Staff & Business Leaders.




HELPING TO MAKE DEVELOPMENTS 
MORE USER FRIENDLY

Grand Re-opening of the Richmond Centre Mall

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The RCD provides input to architects and developers about ways to make their proposed projects user friendly for People with Disabilities.



TRANSPORTATION

Frances Clark 
and former 
Mayor Greg 
Halsey-Brandt 
testing the new 
accessible buses



5 STAR AWARD FOR 
ACCESSIBILITY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The achievements of the RCD and city working together resulted in Richmond being presented with the national “5 Star Award” for accessibility in June 1991 from the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Secretary of State and the National Committee on Disabilities. 




UNIVERSAL DESIGN 
GUIDELINES FOR HOUSING

The City of 
Richmond 
annually appoints 
a member of the 
RCD to sit on the 
Advisory Design 
Panel  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An RCD representative sits on the city’s advisory design panel reviewing plans of projects that will be going forward for council approval. 
In 1995 the RCD presented council a draft bylaw for universal design to be used in multi-family housing projects.  
In 2008 the city passed universal design guidelines for local developments.



HEALTH
Two RCD members were appointed to the 
Richmond Health Board & Health Committees. 



HIV/AIDS Memorial 
Quilt

The RCD WORKED TO PROVIDE AWARENESS 
AND EDUCATION

 
ABOUT THE RISKS OF 

HIV/AIDS

HIV/AIDS Walks

“Cost of Living”
 

Educational Play

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RCD led the way in establishing community awareness and education about the risks of HIV/AIDS
In 1995 the RCD brought sections of the HIV/AIDS memorial quilt to Richmond for display at the Richmond Cultural Centre – on world AIDS day.
The RCD held annual HIV/AIDS walks and brought the world acclaimed educational play “Cost Of Living” to Richmond High Schools & the Gateway Theatre.



STEVESTON RESIDENCE

Progressive Homes Ltd. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By bringing together the City, False Creek Residence Society and Progressive Homes Ltd, the RCD Facilitated the Establishment of the “Steveston Residence”. The Steveston Residence was completed in 2000. 
Residences for Independent Living Society = False Creek and Steveston Residences 



RECREATION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The community access card now includes all people with disabilities. 
The RCD raised funds to make the curling club more accessible and to promote the sport of wheelchair curling. 
The RCD provided input and equipment to provide recreation opportunities in Richmond for people with disabilities.



RCD worked with the City to establish the 
RICHMOND THERAPEUTIC EQUESTRIAN         
SOCIETY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The RCD partnered with the City and a group of parents to establish the “Richmond Therapeutic Equestrian Society” - which provides a therapeutic horseback riding program for children and youth with disabilities in Richmond.



In June 
2000 the 
RCD found a 
suitable 
location for a 
Disability 
Resource 
Centre

LOCATION FOR A DISABILITY 
RESOURCE CENTRE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After 6 years of work with and consultation of the community, the RCD established a disability resource centre.  



DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTRE 

Grand Opening -
 

September, 2000



JOINING THE DRC 
GRAND OPENING

Elected Officials & 
Community Leaders 

joined the Grand 
Opening



Era of Reaching Out

www.rcdrichmond.org

www.accessrichmond.ca

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Page hits of RCD website in March 2010 was over 99,000.



Multi-Cultural Approach

An RCD representative 
appointed by Council 
sits on the Richmond 
Intercultural Advisory 

Committee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2003-2004, the Centre developed a manual on Service Delivery to people with disabilities from other cultures. This manual was translated into seven languages, and circulated to organizations across Canada.
Brochures in 7 languages and Chinese Webpage.



Special Achievements

Entrepreneurs with disAbilities
 Conference

Richmond International 
Wheelchair Curling 

Bonspiel 

Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold Award to Youth 
with Disability 

With supports from the 
City of Richmond 



NEW RCD LOCATION in 2008

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2008, the Society changed its name to the Richmond Centre for Disability, retaining the acronym “RCD”.



Services

Disability Awareness & 
Sensitivity Training

Accessibility Survey

Accessible Parking Permits

Youth Project



Activities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Youth activity, Knitting Club, Martial Arts for PWD, Creative Arts, and Sport Combo.



Activities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Walking & Wheeling Club, Outdoor Club, Youth Leadership Program, Garage Sale, Chinese Support Group Dinner



City & Community Support 
the RCD



Fundraising Events



Richmond Centre for Disability

thanks the City of Richmond

as we celebrate 25 years of 

our unique partnership
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